A double-blind clinical study was conducted to evaluate the effect of a tartar-control dentifrice containing 1% sodium polyphosphate as tartar control agent compared with dentifrice A containing 5% sodium pyrophosphate and a placebo dentifrice.
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One hundred forty-eights who continued to have a degree of calculus formation after using a regular dentifrice containing no tartar control agent for 1 month in the pretest, were stratified randomly on the basis of pretest, calculus score, age and sex into 3 homogeneous groups. All subjects who received initial prophylaxis were provided the assigned dentifrice 1. The test dentifrice had reduced (P<0.01) supra-gingival calculus significantly more than dentifrice A and the placebo at 12 weeks.
2. A significant reduction (P<O.01) was observed when dentifrice A was compared with the placebo dentifrice. 30.1% reduction was obtained using the test dentifrice and 9.0% reduction using dentifrice A when assessed in subjects who had a pretest VMI score of more than 6. 0. 
